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A Toast To Our Cap Classique Champions 

Like a vine begins as a seedling, every idea needs time to grow. 

Forty years ago, which would place us in the early 1980s, the South African wine industry bore little 
resemblance to today's flourishing landscape. Change was in the air: with political sanctions in place, 
there was a growing realisation of the importance of shifting from producing bulk to quality wines that 
could compete on an international level. Emerging wine regions, including Stellenbosch, Paarl, and 
Franschhoek, began making their mark. It was in the midst of this transformative time that Graham Beck 
entered the scene. 

A pioneer in the truest sense of the word, Graham Beck was one of the first to see the premium 
winemaking potential in a lesser-known region called Robertson. Attracted by its limestone-rich soils and 
a diurnal climate echoing Champagne, he acquired the Madeba farm in 1983 and founded a winery. His 
goal was to produce a South African sparkling wine to rival that of the world's best bubblies. Up until 
that stage, Cap Classique was a small contender, with Chenin Blanc dominating local wine shelves.  

By 1991, Cellar Master Pieter Ferreira began the first vintage of Graham Beck Cap Classique under the 
stars. While this may sound romantic, it was also a practical reality - the new cellar roof was simply not 
yet completed. Yet there is no doubt that this first moonlit vintage inspired the House’s winemaking 
philosophy: to pick at night, to work in collaboration with nature, and to always shoot for the stars. 

Vintage after vintage, Graham Beck wines rose through the ranks, claiming more and more coveted spots 
on award podiums. Now, in our 40th year of production, our flagship Cuvée Clive has earned the 
prestigious title of 'Sparkling Wine of the Year' from Tim Atkin MW for the fifth time, with our entire 
collection standing shoulder to shoulder with the world's best. Step by step, that's how you build a legacy. 
I doubt Graham Beck would have had it any other way. 

In the ever-changing landscape of business, forty years is really no small feat. Without a doubt, we would 
not be here if it wasn’t for you - our Cap Classique champions. Like Graham Beck, you've consistently 
believed in the bubble.  

Today, Cap Classique has grown to become one of South Africa's leading wine categories, with more 
than ten million bottles produced annually. It’s amazing to reflect and know that Graham Beck has played 
a part in this journey. Indeed, from what started as a small seedling, today, we reap the incredible fruit 
of our labour.  

We are grateful for your continued support.  Join us as we raise our glasses to the future and the vintages 
that await. 

Here's to what the next 40 years hold. 
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